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provide the opportunity for it to be CONTENTS—continued

connected, if in the long run it will work . Page
out to be an economical proposition. The BILLS—continued

road board could make a guarantee of a Administration Aet Amendment Bill, assent 3650
certain amount to be consumed by the State Transport Co-ordination Aeci Amend-
residents of the town who, in turn, would ment Bill, assent 3650
guarantee to the road board a certain con- Municipal Corporations Aect Amendment
sumption. As the Act stands there is no Bill (No. 2), assent 3650

hope of any one individual becoming con-
nected to the scheme, because it would be
entirely uneconcmical. I hope the Com-
mittee will agree to the amendment moved
by the Legislative Couneil.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to,

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

House adjourned at 12.35 a.m. (Thursday).
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The PRESIDENT {ook the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers,

BILLS (7)—ASSENT

Message from the Governor received and
ge.?ld notifying assent to the following
ills:—

1. Adoption of Children Act Amend-
ment Bill,

2. Traffic Act Amendment Bill (No. 3),

3. Road Districts Act Amendment Bill
(No. 2).

4. Housing Loan Guarantee Act Amend-
ment Bill.

5. Adminijstration Act Amendment Bill.

6. State Transport Co-ordination Act
Amendment Bill.

7. Municipal Corporations Act Amend-
ment Bill (No. 2).

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
PORT HEDLAND POLICE STATION
Erection

1. The Hon. W. P, WILLESEE asked the
Minister for Mines:

When is it anticipated that the
new police station and quarters
;Milldobe completed at Port Hed-
and?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

A new courthouse at Port Hed-
land costing approximately £28,000
is expected to be completed by
March, 1960. No funds are avail-
able this financial year for a new
police station and quarters at
Port Hedland.
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WITTENOOM GORGE
Water Supply Scheme

The Hon. W. F, WILLESEE asked the
Minister for Mines:

As a result of finding a plentiful
supply of good water for Witte-
noom Gorge, when can residents
expect the scheme to be put into
operation?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

Large-scale improvements to the
Wittenoom water supply at a cost
of £45,000 include the equipping
of four bores with small diesel-
driven pumps, a collector tank
and main pump, together with
more than four miles of 6-inch
piping. A sum of £30,000 has been
made available for work to be car-
ried out this financial year, with
a view to giving relief to the town
and the industry. The remainder
of the work will be undertaken
next year.

PENSIONERS

Number Under 1871 Act, and Payments

3.

The Hon. G. E. JEFFERY asked the

Minister for Mines:

(1) What is the total number of re-
cipients of pensions under the 1871
Act?

(2) Of this number, how many are in
receipt of pensions of less than
£600 per annum?

(3) Is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to increase payments to
those in receipt of pensijons in the
ltnz\;loinccme group referred to in
(2)7

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) 2317.
(2) 159.

(3} A review is being made of pen-
sions payable under the 1871 Act,
together with those payable under
other State Superannuation Acts,

TRAFFIC LIGHTS

Grand Promenade-Waller Road
Intersection

The Hon. G. E. JEFFERY asked the
Minister for Mines:

Further to my question on Thurs-
day, the 20th August, 1958, rel-
ative to the installation of traffic
lights at the Grand Promenade-
Walter Road intersection in the
Morley Park district, will the Min-
ister inform the House—

(1) Has a further traffic count
been made?

(2) If the reply to No. (1) is
“No,” will the Government
agree to a further count
being made immediately?

(3) By what figure did the pre-
vious count, made in
March, 1959, fail to reach
the departmental require-
ment necessary for the in-
stallation of lights?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

(1> No.

(2) In view of the March, 1959, traffic
survey vehicular volumes being
comparatively low, there appears
to be no necessity to undertake a
further survey immediately.

{3) There is no single departmental
requirement to be met in respect
of traffic signal installation. Con-
sideration must be given to phy-
sical and traffic characteristics,
types of movement, accident pat-
tern, conflicting vehicular volumes,
whether the installation will be in
isolation or part of a signallised
system, etc. However, before such
investigations are made, it is
necessary that vehicular volumes
using the intersection should reach
a certain minimum level. The
March, 1859, survey showed that
vehicular volumes at the Grand
Promenade-Walter Road intersec-
tion were only 52 per cent. of
that required for further investi-
gation in respect of provision of
traffic signals.

KALGOORLIE “MAGAZINE” AREA
Leasing and Erosion

The Hon. E. M. HEENAN (for the
Hon. J. M. A, Cunningham) asked the
Minister for Mines:

(1) Under whose control is the area,
known as the “Magazine” in Kal-
goorlie, vested?

{2) What is the acreage of this area?

(3) Has the responsible department
leased this area to anybody for
the holding or pasturing of sheep?

(4) Is the department aware that the
Kalgoorlie Road Board is making
a special drive to preclude the fur-
ther denudation of natural! serub
and growth by grazing stock in
the vicinity of the town boundar-
ies?

{5) Has the department, or any of its
officers, seen the paddocks which
have been eroded to the bare clay
by the blowing away of some 12
inches of top soil after its de-
pasturing by sheep?

(6) Will the department contact the
Kalgoorlie Road Beard which has
a regeneration committee, and
verify the concern felt by the
board at the leasing of these
areas?
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The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

(1) Magazine reserve No. 3540 is vest-
ed in the Minister for Mines.

(2) 150 acres.

(3> Imperial Chemical Industries are
licensed to store explosives in 12
magazines which are distributed
at safe intervals on the reserva-
tion. No leasing for pastoral pur-
poses has been granted to any
party, nor has the Minister power
to so lease.

{4) Yes.

(5) There is no authority for sheep-
grazing on this reserve. Another
large reserve for sewage purposes
adjoins the magazine reserve, and
it is possible that this is the one
referred to.

(6) The Mines Department will be
pleased to co-operate with the Kal-
goorlie Road Board af any time.

PERTH CENTRAL STATION
Tenders for Cab-Rank Franchise

The Hon, J. M. A, CUNNINGHAM

asked the Minister for Mines:

(1) Were tenders called for the fran-
chise of the cab rank at Perth
Central Railway Station?

(2) Was any effort made to ascertain
whether a better offer could be
obtained?

(3) If no tenders are to be called
would the Minister consider other
offers if they were submitted?

The Hon. A. F, GRIFFITH replied:

(1> No. Under railway by-law No. 41,
provision is made for cabs on
railway ranks being licensed in-
dividually. The arrangement with
members of the Railway Taxi
Drivers’ Association is one of
many years' standing. Recently
annual licence fees were reviewed
and increased and current per-
mits extended to the 31st Decem-
ber, 1960.

(2) An offer, which would realise
more revenue was received from
a taxi company; but, having re-
gard for the long association with
the rank of present operators,
renewal of licences to the 31st
December, 1960, at the revised
rate was agreed to.

(3> The dquestion of future methods
of operating the rank are under
consideration.

ONGERUP-ALBANY ROAD
Improvement Work

The Hon. J. M. THCMSON asked the

Minister for Local Government:

{1) What work has been carried out
by the Main Reoads Departmgnt
on the eastern end of the Stirling
Ranges from Ongerup to Albany
via Chillilup, to date?
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(2) Are there any major works on this
road envisaged for this financial
year?

(3) If not, can any information he
given as to what is anticipated to
be done by the department, and
when?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN replied:

(1) The Main Roads Department has
been improving from time to time
the road from Ongerup to Chil-
lilup, and thence to Albany. The
latter section serves particularly
the needs of the Gairdner settle-
ment area and Bremer Bay area.

{2) £22,000 has been provided on this
year’'s programme for further im-
provement works between the
?orden-Albany Road and Chilli-
up.

{3) Answered by No. (2).

ALBANY-ELLEKER ROAD
Improvements

The Hon. J. M. THOMSON asked the

Minister for Lecal Government:

(1) Has the Main Roads Department,
in conjunction with the Albany
Road Board, any proposals for
improvements to the Albany-
Elleker road?

(2) If so—
(a) what is the programme of
works:
(b) what is the estimated ex-
penditure;

(¢) when is the work expected
to be completed?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN replied:

(1) Proposals have been prepared for
extensive improvements with de-
partmental funds.

(2) (a) The department has pro-
posals in hand for the sealing
of the Albany-Elleker-Youngs
Siding road.

(b) The estimated cost of the
work is £200,000.

(¢) Tt is expected that work will
start in 1960-61, and will take
about four years to complete.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE

SILICOSIS

Appointment of Investigation Commitlee

The Hon. E. M. HEENAN asked the
Minister for Mines:
Has the Minister any further in-
formation to give the House re-
garding the appointment of a
committee to investigate the in-
cidence of silicosis?



[Thursday, 26 November, 1959.]

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

The honcurahle member was kind
enough to give me some notice
of his intention to ask this ques-
tion, Rather hurriedly, I was able
to consult with my colleague, the
Minister for Labour, and he asked
me to inform the honourable
member that immediately the ses-
sion is over he will complete the
appointment of the committee as
requested by this House.

ROAD CLOSURE BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the previous day.

THE HON. L. A. LOGAN (Midland—
Minister for Local Government—in reply)
[2.28]1: One or two queries were raised in
regard to this measure and the Reserves
Bill, and I think if T answer the questions
in respect to both Bills now it will save
time. The first question was raised by
Mr. Strickland regarding the number of a
reserve. Actually, the number as shown
in the Bill is the correct one but, ap-
parently in the preparation of the notes,
the number of a plan was used. Mr. Davies
was critical of the Lands Department for
what he considered its tardiness in doing
its work on the transfer of lands on a
reciprocal basis.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I think the
Minister should stick to the one Bill so
that it may be more clearly understood.

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: The only query
raised on this Bill was in respect to the
number of a reserve, and I have answered
that. The other two queries were raised
on the Reserves Bill, and I will deal with
them when I reply to the debate on that
measure.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (the Hon.
W. R. Hall in the Chair); the Hon. L. A.
Logan (Minister for Local Government)
in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 16 put and passed.

Clause 17—Closure of certain roads at
North Fremantle:

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: 1 ask the
Minister for an assurance that a footway
will be constructed to enable people to
get from the highway to the beach at
Leighton; otherwise it will be most incon-
venient for those wishing to use the beach.

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: 1 have dis-
cussed this question with the Minister for
Works and it seems as though it could ke
possible to put in a sleeper footway or a
gravel-bitumen footway across to the beach
at Leighton. But I think it will have to
be an overway because we cannot have
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people running across the marshalling
yards. Anyhow, I will keep the matter
before me and see what can be done.

Clause put and passed,

Clauses 18 to 26 put and passed.

Title put and passed.

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time and passed.

RESERVES BILL
Second Reading
Debate resumed from the previous day.

THE HON. F. I, 8. WISE (North)
[2.39]1: This is always a very interesting
Bill dealing with the excisions of reserves
which accumulate during the year. There
is one c¢lause in the measure which in-
terests me particularly as a person, quite
apart from any interest I might have as
a memhber of this legislature. I refer to
the reserve dealt with in clause 25 of the
Bill. When the Minister was introducing
the Bill I recalled very clearly the number
of the reserve mentioned in clause 25, be-
cause the matters associated with it were
indelibly impressed an my memory. That
reserve is part of the old Government
Domain which, during the war years, was
reviewed, in common with many other
areas, as a potential site for public build-
ings. As Dr. Hislop will remember clearly,
for two successive years, I, as Minister for
Lands, endeavoured to have passed in both
Houses a Bill to excise a substantial por-
tion of the Government Domain for public
buildings; and the area to he set aside
took in a part of the reclaimed area to
the south of the Domain by the closing of
a certain portion of Pier Street, which
through the ages had never been closed.

For two years it was not possible to get
agreement between the Houses as to how
much of that area should be excised, but,
ultimately, as the result of a Select Com-
mittee of both Houses, this House passed
& Bill which, until some members of the
House became members of a Select Com-
mittee to investigate the matter, had no
chance of being passed at all. After that
very thorough review, 10 acres were excised
from the Government Domain to be the
ideal place, on the then analysis, for a site
for public buildings.

Plans were prepared—plans for most
modern buildings several storeys high—
hased upon the design of those splendid
buildings in Melbourne, Victoria, facing
Fitzroy Gardens, which house so many
Government officers of that State. The
plans—I am speaking of 15 or 16 years
ago—would still be with the Publie
Works Department. They were for office
accommodation considered then %o be
adequate for very many years for almost
all Government departments.
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It is, therefore, a remarkable turn, after
many years of endeavour to get & particu-
lar site for a potential use, considered at
that time to be the best possible site, and to
find its not being wanted for that purpose
at all. It is one of those things in which
a lot of hard work and effort were con-
centrated; and although perhaps not to
no purpose, certainly quite abortive so far
as the then reason was concerned.

Since those times, Governments have
purchased and exchanged many reserved
areas for Government buildings. Buf, un-
fortunately, we are no closer to getting
a consolidation of the very many public
offices which should be concentrated, I
respectfully suggest, in one structure, where
the public, and particularly people coming
down from the country, could get their
queries answered, instead of having to
travel miles to obtain an answer to their
inquiries when dealing with seven or eight
Government departments,

It is a very unfortunate trend. In more
recent times I recall purchasing land ad-
joining Plain Street, which is now used
by the Police Traffic Branch. The idea
was to have the Government departments
together rather than have them scattered.
The trend has been so pronounced that
we have removed from the Observatory the
Herbarium and shifted it to an outer
suburb.

Many other Government departments
have gone similarly. This area mentioned
in the clause was won after protracted

negotiations, which Dr. Hislop and Mr.
Heenan will remember. I put to this
House, by an Assembly approach, the

proposition fo purchase Christian Brothers’
College at a gift price. That area of 14
acres was in an ideal situation for public
buildings.

The Hon. L. C. Diver:
worth something today.

The Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: The area of
Christian Brothers from St. George's Ter-
race to the Esplanade—io its boundary
there—was offered at a gift price. The
Church was most reasonable in its ap-
proach in those days to the Lands De-
partment, but the consolidation did not
take effect. However, the area was excised
from the Government Domain—this par-
ticular reserve for the purpose of con-
solidation of public departments and build-
ings—which is an ideal site.

I am not criticising the Minister for Local
Government; but we are asked today to
excise a portion of that reserve, the history
of which I have briefly related, for another
purpose saltogether-—for a Commonwealth
department to take over. It is a liftle in-
congruous I think. I feel the Government
has not much alternative in the matter.
I simply relate the history and say that
it is no fault of this Government, the
Minister in this House, or his counterpart,

It would be
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the Minister for Lands, in that we are
disseminating consolidated areas by an
action of this kind and spreading far and
wide each year Government departments
which should be readily accessible from
one bus step.

Members will find in the repor: of the
Select Committee to which I referred that
the committee comprised men from this
House of considerable activity and ability
who, in spite of their own convietions—
as Mr. Heenan and Dr. Hislop will recall—
came back here convinced of something
they were originally opposed (o, and said
s0. I wish that we could have had a know-
ledge of this before it was too late. In
such cases as we have dealt with in this
Bill we are dealing with accomplished facts
—dealing with things already done.

We are dealing with areas already
re-allocated or given to someone else.
Unfortunately, vear after year, we have
no alternative. That is the situation.

[The Depuly President (the Hon, W. R.
Hall} took the Chair.]

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: What would
happen if Parliament were to disallow pne
of these?

The Hon, F. J. 8. WISE: It could not go
on.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: So we are not
}ieaging with accomplished facts in actual
act.

The Hon. F, J. 8. WISE: We are, with
respect to you, Mr. Deputy President,
because in most cases it would be wrong
for Parliament not to approve. I am not in
any way speaking complainingly; I am
trying to analyse the unfortunate situation
that all Governments find themselves in in
connection with reserves of this kind. I
simply put forward this matter with some
historical background to show how unfor-
tunate it is that instead of our getting,
in one consolidated form, an area of
important buildings, suited to access by the
public, we are throwing those buildings
further and further apart.

THE HON. L. A. LOGAN (Midland—
Minister for Local Government—in reply)
[2.58]1: I appreciate the approach of Mr.
Wise to this reserve; but it is not an
accomplished fact. I can assure him of
that. But to enable the Government to
negotiate and complete negotiations, it is
necessary for it to he included in the
Reserves Bill.

The Hon. P. J. 8. Wise:
that.

The Hon. L. A, LOGAN: I appreciate the
issue raised hy Mr. Wise; but we are trying
by selling that land, to do exactly what he
wants to accomplish.

I helieve it was a Labor Government
which purchased Hale School and made
the transfer for the purpose of putting
public buildings on that site. The Town

I appreciate
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Planner has recommended that the
Observatory site also be used for public
buildings. We believe that all the money
from the sale of this land, will be used for
public buildings on the Hale School and
Observatory sites. Together they form a
fairiy big area; and by this means we
think we will be accomplishing some ¢con-
solidation.

The reason why the Commonwealth
Taxation Department wants to get out of
the huilding where it now is, is a good one;
because while it remains there it depresses
the value of the surrounding buildings:
and, in fact, all that portion of the City of
Perth declines in value. I repeat that it
will be a good thing for that portion of the
city if the Commonwealth Taxation
Department moves out; angd I think there
is one firm which could well make use
of that area.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I know of a
Government which turned down that site
for £48,000.

The Hon. L. A, LOGAN: I do not know
what is likely to be paid for it today. We
have given this transaction a lot of
thought, and it has not been entered into
lightly. It is for the reason which Mr.
Wise mentioned that the money from that
transaction, if the deal goes through, will
be set aside for the purpose of public
buildings on the Observatory and Hale
School sites. We can give that guarantee.

The Hon. P. J. 8, Wise: Have you an
idea of the figure?

The Hon. L. A, LOGAN: It is a matter
of negotiation at the moment,

The Hon. F. J. 5. Wise: It is highly
valuable land.

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: We have ob-
tained a rough valuation. We got s valua-
tion from our own department and another
from a sworn valuer, but there is a differ-
ence between the two.

The Hon. F, J. 5. Wise: Do you Know
the area of the reserve remaining?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: If the sale of the
two blocks goes through, it will come
almost up to the lodge of the Governor’s
residence and will probably take in a small
portion of his vegetable garden at the back.

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Are you keeping
a road between there and Christian
Brothers' College?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: There will be
a small portion there, as far as I know
at the moment. Mr. Davies was critical
of the Lands Department, and I intend
to send the context of his speech to the
Minister for Lands and ask for a reply.
1 have had a short reply to say thai
the letter is receiving consideration; but
that does not suit the honourable mem-
ber, because he says this has been going
on for the last three years.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
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In Commitiee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(the Hon. E, M. Davies) in the Chair;
the Hon. L. A. Logan (Minister for Local
Government) in charge of the Bill.

Cilauses I to 24 put and passed.

Clause 25—Reserves Nos., 22240 and
2241, at Perth:

The Hon., J. G. HISLOP: The story of
this piece of land, as related by Mr. Wise,
is well-known t¢ those of us who were
here at that time, It is also & matter
of interest that the man in the street
could not understand why we did not buy
Christian Brothers’ College; although I
doubt whether many people knew, from
a public point of view, that it was pos-
sible to buy it.

The Hon. P, J. 5. Wise:
turned it down.

The Hen. J. G. HISLOP: Yes, at that
stage. The lay-out of the city has altered
entirely since then. It would have seemed
ridiculous in those days, to suggest that
public offices would ever he as far out of
the city as the Observatory site. It seems
that nobady can conceive what will hap-
pen to a growing city; and most people
have a lack of vision as to what is likely
to happen in the future. I e¢an remember
that when I first came to Western Aus-
tralia, I tried to persuade my father to
purchase a block of land on the Dalkeith
wateriront. He assured me that I was
wrong in wanting to purchase it, and said
that there would be necbody living there
in my lifetime. He asked what, in those
circumstances, would be the use of buy-
ing that land.

That block of land, which we could then
have purchased for £100, was sold re-
cently for over £6,000. The expansion
of a city is something that people just
cannot envisage. Mr. Wise mentioned a
roadway being reserved; but from what 1
can gather of the size of the piece that
will be left, it will not be a roadway but
a walk. I think that is what is meant,
and that there will be no traffic on it.
It looks as though it could be made a
walk such as Chelsea Lane, in London:
and, if so, it could be considerably beauti-
fied,. I think it is ideal that that area
should be left, because if the Common-
wealth Bank is to purchase that land—

The Hon. L. A, Logan: Not the Com-
monwealth Bank!

The Hen. J. G. HISLOP: If the Com-
monwealth Taxation Department is to
purchase that land, it will erect on it a
large Government building which will
have to be in keeping with the value of
the land; and it is essential that it have
a wide frontage, because the modern trend
in architecture is to have a separate
facade on each stde of a building. In the
past we had buildings with a back wall,

Parliament
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but those days have now gone; and
the Taxation Department should be able
to stand up to the expenditure of modern
architecture,

Modern offices have also been mooted for
some time on the Observatory and Hale
School sites. I would like to see a greatb
deal of thought given to the question of
which portion is to be used for such pur-
poses hecause it will not be long before
the Mount Hospital will have to be moved.
With that building should go the houses
which stand to the east and west of it
because, if this were done, it would open
up a wide space at the top of St. George’s
Terrace. This area could then be beauti-
fied by making it into a circus. The slip
road which, as has been suggested, should
g0 underground, could still come through
Spring Street and pass into the land now
occupied by Legacy, and then to the build-
ings occupied by the Mia Mia Flats; and
this also would create a wide circus.

The archway of the Barracks at the
end of the Terrace could be left as a
monument, because that is the only
part of the building worth retaining
from a historical point of view. By that
means we could have a large area of land
opened up; and perhaps a fountain could
be installed in the centre with lights play-
ing on the water. In order to equalise the
buildings—because that square would tend
to go south—Parliament House, if it were
extended further, should be extended to-
wards King’s Park. On the other hand, if
Parliament House were not to be extended,
it might be possible to site the Govern-
ment offices on the land to the south of
Parliament House and re-route the road
throught the Observatory grounds.

By that means the end of St. George’s
Terrace would present a beautiful sight,
surrounded by buildings of outstanding
character and beauty;, whereas, if the
Government offices were erected on the
hill—on the Hale School and observa-
tory sites—this could quite easily break the
vista. Therefore, hefore any definite plan
is approved for the purpose of putting
these offices where it is now contemplated,
a full-scale investigation should be made
into the best use of the land available at
the west end of St. George’s Terrace with
the object of creating a continuous view
from Parliament House eastwards along
the Terrace,

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Do you think
that should be done before this is put into
operation?

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: No; I do not
think so. The sort of thing we could en-
visage is a view down St. George’s Terrace
such as that which is to be found in
Munich where the streets run from one
hill to the other through the city, making
a continuous vista from Ludwig’'s Palace
to Wagner's Opera House. There are
many other cities in the world that have
similar vistas. Therefore, we should make
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no plans in regard to any one site with-
out making a complete review of the west-
ern end of the city, because I am sure that
this would help to make Perth more
beautiful,

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I will submit
Dr, Hislop's suggestions to the Town Plan-
er, and no doubt he will discuss them with
Professor Stephenson. On listening to Dr.
Hislop’s remarks, the plan sounds very
good, but whether it is practicable or not,
I do not know.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 26 put and passed.

Title put and passed.

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time and passed.

[The President resumed the Chair.l

TRADE ASSOCIATIONS REGIS-
TRATION BILL

Second Reading
Dehate resumed from the previous day.

THE HON. L. C. DIVER (Central) [3.71:
This Bill, in the main, seeks to repeal the
Monopolies and Restrictive Trade Prac-
tices Control Act. As I will be adopting
a somewhat different view today, or be
voting in a different manner from the way
I did on many occasions during the
stormy introduction of the original Un-
fair Trading and Profit Control Act, I in-
tend to give a brief outline of the Act
which this Bill proposes to repeal. I will
also give my reasons on why I have
reached certain conclusions in regard to
this measure.

Members will recall that when the Un-
fair Trading and Profit Conirel Bill was
presented to this House it brought forth
a great deal of criticism and dissent from
a certain restricted group in this State
because they claimed the legislation was
extremely harsh. I do not think any
member would deny that the original Bill
presented to this House was somewhat
harsh. As a result, after many amend-
ments sponsored by Mr, Roche, your good-
self, Mr. President, and myself, that Bill,
as amended, was finally placed on the
statute book as an Act,

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: The amend-
ments that were moved were not limited to
the three members that you mentioned.
There were others who had something to
do with them also.

The PRESIDENT: The Minister can
make his speech later.

The Hon. L. C. DIVER: They were the
three members who sponsared the amend-
ments, but it was the majority of this
House that made the final decision to
place the Bill on the statute hook.
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The Hon. F, J. 8. Wise: Do you think
any amendments could improve this Bill?

The Hon. L, C. DIVER: At least it pro-
poses to leave something on the statute
book which, at some later stage, might
be amplified.

The Hon. F. J. 8 Wise:
worthless!

The Hon. L. C. DIVER: Otherwise, we
would have to run the gauntlet of not
only Press criticism, but also the eriti-
cism of certain commercial interests.

The Hon. F. J. §. Wise: Only emascula-
tion could make this Bill a good one.

The Hon. L. C. DIVER: I concede that
the interjection made by Mr. Wise is not
without foundation, but as the existing
Act is administered today it is sterile and
achieves the same result. I have to take
a somewhat different view of this measure
from the view I took of the previous
legislation because, in recent months, the
people of this State have spoken; and,
whether I like it or not, I have to face
up to the realities of political life, which
is a different life to that which I followed
before I became a member of Parliament,
and when I could please myself.

The people have questioned the extent to
which they have given a mandate to the
coalition Government which will govern
this State during its three vears of office.
A major platform of the Liberal Party’s
policy has committed that Party to repeal
the Monopolies and Restrictive Trade
Practices Control Act; and, therefore, it
has every right to take steps to carry out
its pelicy, which it is doing by this Bill.
Despite what I may think about its policy,
and as humble as I may feel about the
whole situation, I am forced to cast my
vote in the Government’'s favour. As
the existing legislation is being adminis-
tered at the present time, it may just as
well be off the statute book. Members of
the Opposition will agree with that,

By repealing the existing Act and re-
placing it with the provisions in the Bill,
some people in the community will be
afforded a little protection. Regardless of
the views of certain people, there is some
merit in the Bill. Dealing with the history
of the legislation, we find that it did not
go as far as the people whom I represent
wanted it to go. If it had gone as far
as we wanted it to go, some form of price
control over articles used by primary pro-
ducers would have been incorporated.

The price charged to the rural com-
munity for machinery parts and for in-
secticides used for the controlling of crop
pests is particularly heavy. If would ap-
pear that the normal law of supply and
demand under free enterprise is not per-
mitted to operate in these fields. The
day is rapidly approaching-—regardless of
the political complexion of the Govern-
ment of the State—when husiness firms
will have to be careful of the price charged

Il is quite
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for these articles; if they are not, they
may find price control being reintroduced
as a result of the demand by the people of
this State who will be stifling under the
vake of unfair prices. Neither the Bill
nor the existing legislation containg the
requisite safeguard; hence there is a re-
markahle shortcoming in both pieces of
legislation.

There has been much expression of
opinion about the existing legislation be-
ing a deterrent to the establishment of
new industry and commerce in Western
Australia, After the repeal of the Act,
the people who have been spreading propa-
ganda—in my opinion it is unfair propa-
ganda—will have the opportunity of in-
ducing new enterprises to come {0 this
State. There will not be this alleged de-
terrent, which they claim discourages any
industry from establishing itself here.

This is essentially a primary-producing
State. The vast majority of the products
from the soil of this State can compete
with those produced in any other country
of the world, notwithstanding the fact
that in almeost every other couniry the
primary producer is highly subsidised to
enable his products to be sold for home
consumption or to be exported. ‘Those
primary products have to be sold in com-
petition with the primary products of this
State. Despite the subsidies being paid to
primary producers in other countries, the
farmers in this State can still compete,
although they have to bear the tremen-
dous cost of transporting their products
many thousands of miles overseas to be
scld. We have the situation in this State
that the primary producers can turn out
their products and compete with the other
countries of the world without the assist-
ance of subsidies from the public purse.

We are told that this State has to at-
tract secondary industries. To induce them
to come, we are told that great financial
attractions and concessions have to he of-
fered. I wonder whether, when those in-
dustries are established in this State, their
establishment will have been brought about
at the expense of the primary industries.
In providing additional port facilities for
the new industries, we may face the spec-
tacle of export charges being levelled
against our primary products which have
to be sold in competition with other
countries.

New industries which will be established
here will be provided with tariff protection,
and they will shelter under Commonwealth
legislation; all this is done to induce them
to come here. After these new industries
have been established, they will have the
additional task of finding a sufficiently
large market to absorb their products. I
hope that the ultimate cost of production
and administration will not be so high as
to tax them out of the fleld, in campeti-
tion with the products of other countries,
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The Bill proposes to repeal one aspect
of the existing legislation which is re-
garded by some people as being obnoxious.
I wish the authors of this Bill, and their
ideals, every success in inducing secondary
industries to be established in Western
Australia. I want to make this peint: If,
after a period of years, the objective which
they hope to achieve is not reached, what
will they give as the reason for failure?
Will we then become again, for years to
come, a primary producing State, as dis-
tinet irom a manufacturing State?

The existing legislation was introduced
for the purpose of protecting the public
in some respects. In my humble view it
has had a salutary effect. The Act was a
deterrent against improper trade practices.
The officers whe were charged with the
administration of the legislation have now
been transferred to other duties. While
that Act remains on the statute book, it
wilg be, to all intents and purposes, a dead
letter.

The Bill before us has been introduced
as the outcome of certain policies which
were enunciated during the last election
campalgn by the leaders of both the
Country Party and the Liberal Party. No
matter how distasteful it may he to me
personally, I have to accept the position
as it is and try to make the legislation

contained in the Bill as acceptable as
possible.
The Bill will enable some form of

orderly marketing to take place between
certain types of traders. To that extent it
has some merit. I am sure that even mem-
bers of the Opposition must be somewhat
concerned with what is happening in the
retail trade. One leading retail establish-
ment in Perth recently reduced the number
of staff in its grocery section because of the
methods of trading which have developed
in past months.

This proves that we can go from the
sublime to the ridiculous in price structure.
We, as a people, owe something to one
another no matter what occupation we
may follow. We must ensure that as many
as possible of our population are gainfully
employved. This should be our prime objec-
tive. It is shameful to think that by some
people saving, perhaps, #d. or 1d. on
some items, others are going to lose their
weekly cheque.

With the inclusion of a few amendments
some teeth may be put into this legislation
even though they be buck teeth. For that
reason I have placed some amendments
on the notice paper. If they are accepled,
it will be difficult to find a registrar because
he will need to have high qualifications.
One of the major decisions that gentleman
will have to make will be to determine what
action he shall take which will benefit the
public most. Some people say that Qhat
should be left to Parliament, but I believe
that there are so many circumstances
which could surround such a decision that

[COUNCIL.]

it would be far better to leave it in the
hands of the registrar. He would be the
one to determine what action would be in
the best interests of the public.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: It is not very
difficult to define, is it?

The Hon. L. C. DIVER: It is not; I grant
that. However, to leave my amendments
out of the Bill is to render the legislation
useless.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: Like the
existing Act!

The Hon. L. C. DIVER: That is so. For
all intents and purposes, so far as the
people are concerned, the legislation would
lie dormant.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: This is dor-
mant because the Government sacked the
investigatar.

The Hon. L. C. DIVER: The honourahle
member was absent when I made that
point earlier. My amendments are essential
because if the Bill were passed in its
present form it would not be effective. Its
only use would be that possibly in the
distant future when there was either a
change of Administration or the present
Adminijstration had a change of heart,
some fabric would be available around
which to weave future legislation.

Another very important amendment
which I feel should be included is the one
in relation to the right of appeal, There
is not a word in the Bill in relation to
this matter. It will be recalled that there
was 2 hue and cry when the previous leg-
islation was being discussed because it was
thought to be wrong that the be-all and
end-all should be left in the hands of one
individual. Consequently, it is imperative
that there shall be provision for a right of
appeal to a judge in chambers, This would
be in the interests of both parties.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: How do you
propose that the appeal be applied?

The Hon. L. C. DIVER: The appeal would
be applied on such terms and conditions
as the judge in chambers deemed advisable.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: But an appeal
against what?

The Hon. L. C. DIVER: An appeal
against what! Suppose someone made
an application te a registrar who was
a person without any qualifications—only
a nominal person. He would make this
application because he had been refused
admittance to an association, and he would
explain to the registrar that he, or the
firm on whose behalf he was applying, had
an excellent record. He would alse explain
that he or the firm desired to hreak into
a new line and that the association would
not admit them. Then the registrar would,
perhaps, agree with the association and
confirm the fact that the applicant should
not be admitted. TUnder those circum-
stances, that would be the end of the
matter as far as the Bill provides. I claim
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that that individual or firm should be en-
titled to go to a judge and explain the
situation to him, whereupon the judge
would have the final say.

It is essential that the amendments
should be passed. I think even the Leader
of the Opposition by now realises that
there is a little more in the amendments
than appears on the surface. With those
few remarks I propose to vote for the
second reading of this Bill and trust that
in Committee my amendments will be
accepted.

THE HON. F. J. 8. WISE (North) [3.411:
I hope this Bill does not pass the second
reading stage. All the amendments out-
lined by the previous speaker could not
be anything but a pretence and a sham.
Quite a number of members in this Cham-
ber, because of experience or ability of
some kind, have the capacity of analysing
a Bill; all members are capable of study-
ing a RBill if they so desire; and many are
capable of contributing analytical com-
ment on the substance of a Bill. They
are also capable of fully understanding
and debating amendments—if such are
involved—at reasonably short notice, par-
ticularly in regard to some subjects.

Little or no notice is given in relation
to some Bills because the subjects with
which they deal are so well known that
a great deal of time is not necessary to
study them. However, this Bill came to
us at 3.46 p.m. yesterday. Its introduction
was made by a particularly well-prepared
speech which was fairly well read by the
Minister—perhaps I should delete the word
“fairly”—and we have only had the period
between 3.46 p.m. yesterday and now in
which to study the measure.

Subsequent to the introduction of the
Bill, six others were introduced, and con-
siderable debate ensued on another that
dealt with an entirely different subject—
the debate lasted for an hour or two—
and we then all wended our weary way
homeward about the hour of midnight.
Some of us had some sleep, but no more
than the Minister suggested, in a complain-
ing way yesterday, that he had had the
night before because of his acknowledged
responsible duties, his ties to office, and
all of those things that he is subject to
by virtue of his office which he carries
out with a natural as well as a studied
ability.

Sitting suspended from 3.46 to 4.5 p.m.

The Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: I was en-
deavouring to show that even with the
advantage of having in this Chamber many
people skilled in the analysing of a Bill,
and skilled in knowing how to undertake
research necessary to compare it with past
statutes, or the effect of it from the ex-
perience of similar legislation in other
lands, no opportunity has been given, since
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14 minutes to 4 yesterday, for us to give
this Bill the searching examination which
some of its provisions demand,

I concede that from the cursory exam-
ination I have heen able to make of the
Bill I can find nothing of importance in
it, except clause 3; and that is the only
clause which, of necessity, must be de-
leted. If the rest remains it will not
matter very much, except in the bureau-
cratic effect it will have on the control
of the lives of many people in this com-
munity. We all left here about midnight
last night for our couches of different
kinds. We did our best to sieep, and we
had no chance of looking at the Bill
while the House was in session last even-
ing. I know that one member of this
Chambher was in attendance at a doctor’s
surgery for three or four hours today,
and whether he would be able to analyse
the Bill in that time, after the little sleep
that he had, I am not prepared to say.
With that lack of opportunity to peruse
the Bill—

The Hon. R. C. Mattiske:
chew it over.

The Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: One could
not masticate it even if one chewed it
over. I have heard it said that someone
is going to put some teeth into it. Na-one
could put teeth into this Bill to make it
useful to the community. The provisions
of this Bill are the most bureaucratic that
I have yet seen devised. It will give
authority and power which will affect the
small and the weak; it will give authority
and power to condone things done by the
great and the strong, which will seriously
prejudice the community.

I notice that The West Australian a few
days ago, as is not unusual at this stage
of the parliamentary session, and in paral-
lel with its activities just prier to an elec-
tion, tried to give some advice to people
whom it thought might be inclined to take
it. Some do take it; we had evidence of
that recently. If The West Australian
suggests that certain members’ thoughts
might be aligned in an appropriate fashion
some jump to it, and others jump away
from it. The remarks of The West Austra-
lian on this subject recently included the
words that Western Australia had not
laboured under any noticeable injustice
since the Monopolies and Trade Restric-
tive Trade Practices Control Act had been
in operation. For all practical purposes
it has been put info cold storage. That
is the Act referred to in the clause I men-
tioned a little while ago.

That clause should come out of the Bill,
and we should let the rest of the, if not
tnnocuous then difficult and dangerous.
material remain. This Bill is of a most
bureaucratic kind. It is created to give
no hope at all to the lesser lights and
smaller men in business. In spite of the
several contradictions in the different
clauses, it provides for the giving to an

You could
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authority most absurd powers—powers to
set out rules and make arrangements over
which no-one, except those making the
rules, would have any control. A Bill
possessed of the authority to support
the combines and the trusts, and to give
them added strength and purpose, has
no place on the statute book of this State.

In so far as the proposed amendments
of Mr. Diver are concerned, I will use a
simile that no matter how skilled the
physician may be, he ecannot prescribe any
potion for an incurable disease. That
would be the position with these amend-
ments. ‘

The Hon. L. C. Diver:
keep it going for a while.

The Hon. F. J. S, WISE: I heard what
the honourable member said; I always
listen intently to him. But on that point
he suggests we should amend it and keep
it going so that it may be available for
further amendment later. That is not a
bad suggestion, but the honourable mem-
ber cannot detude himself into believing
that a Government of the kind we now
have will ever amend it usefully. It would
be extraordinarily difficult for a Govern-
ment of another colour to make a use-
ful and helpful deocument out of it. The
only thing of any use so far as this Bill
is concerned is a major operation.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: And they are
not always successful,

The Hon. F. J. S, WISE: No; the opera-
tion might be successful but the patient
could still die. That is what I would like
to see happen to this Bill—a successful
operation and the Bill to die.

If we could get the innermost thoughts
of some of my friends opposite in an
explanation, clause by clause, of this Bill,
I am sure they could bring about an
analysis far beyond my capacity, not
merely to damn it with faint praise, but
to damn it altogether. I suspect they will
not. I would like to be helpful in any
way that members opposite can suggest
to defeat this Bill; in any way they might
suggest that I could help them; and as
The West Australian suggests—The West
Australian which has never agreed with
me, although I have sometimes agreed
with it—that there is no value in the
measure; and, as The West Ausiralian
suggests, the oppressive legislation which
has been so much misrepresented, namely,
the Monopolies and Resirictive Trade Prac-
tices Control Act, is almost defunct, and
will remain so, because of attrition—the
attrition in the department itself, where
there is no-one to operate it. That, of
course, Is the Government’s desire and
the Government’s action.

Why worry about repealing it? Because
it is not true to say—as the Minister said
last night—that the legislation has kept
from this State interested industrialists
who but for it would have established

But we could

[COUNCIL.]

themselves in Western Australia, This has
been said far too often by members of the
Liberal Party, but it is not true. I would
ask the Minister o present one case based
on fact. Let him outline, even for fhe
private scrutiny of our leader in this
House—never mind about the rest of us—
details to show, to his satisfaction, that
he has one case of evidence where any
industrialist of moment from overseas has
refused, or declined, to come to this coun-
try because of the present Act.

The Minister cahnot do it. We have
Leen told that it is the sort of legislation
which is rigidly suppressive, vicious, and
all the other words that were used, parti-
cularly during the election campaign; but
those words could, perhaps, he more
truthfully applied to similar legislation in
many other countries; because ogur Act,
as is well known to those who will make
an honest approach to the subject, is
nothing like as severe as similar legisla-
tion which exists in other countries, and
the provisions of which are almost parallel
to those contained in our Act. That is
periectly true,

I am sure Mr. Diver, who has studied
this subject very closely, will not express
himself and disagrce with me on that
thought. What, in fact, the Act has done
has been to give more effective control over
those people who exploit the community, in
whatever form of manufacture or industry
they engage. 1 admit that I slide along
the edge of references to debates in an-
other place from time to time, and while
I have no intention of referring to those
debates now, I have noticed some publicity
in connection with certain comments. I
have heard expressions of opinion made
outside. It is all nonsense to suggest that
the legislation on our statute book would,
if properly represented, militate in any
way against the interests of Western Aus-
tralia.

I know all about certain controversial
matters that have appeared in the London
Times. I have the articles here in my
drawer, but they contain so many personal
aspects., and sp many irrelevancies, that
they are not worth a passing examination,
They are selfish and personal in the ex-
treme. The Government would have
done a greaiter service to the community
if instead of giving its excuses—I could
use a worse word; a less kindly word—in
eriticism of the law now on the statute
book, it had properly explained to our
community the law as it exists; if it had
disseminated the right approach, and the
proper knowledge and truth that is repre-
sented in that legislation. Had the Gov-
ernment done that, it would have done
the country a great service.

But this whispering condemnation, fal-
lacious in the extreme, is not good; it is
not healthy,; it is altogether false. No-one
in cur community has any right, above
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another, to say that he and he alone,
together with his views, stands for the
progress of Western Australia; that every-
body else's views are to its detriment.
That is the sort of rubbish that opposing
political Parties have been putting out
ahout the legislation which this Bill seeks
to destroy.

Would it not be better for the good of
this community to say to all of us, “Never
mind the path we take; let us have as
our obhjective the ultimate bhetterment of
every citizen in our community; the pro-
gress of every interest within our bor-
ders"? That should be our attitude. Do
not let us indulge in invective, or untruth;
or say that legislation that now exists has
the prejudicial effect that is alleged; be-
cause it is not true. If we continue to
be s0 vicipus about what it does, or what
it purports to do, then let us, as Western
Australians, take the flrst step; and let
the people of Western Australia first know
its limitations, its objectives, and its good
purposes.

There are members in this Chamber
who, if they will only speak—though I am
afraid they will not—could nail up many
virtues of the law which is eondemned, and
doomed to he repealed, if this Bill passes;
this law that has done so much good,
even though ihere has not been active
action in the inquiries which could be
taken under jts provisions. I plead that,
for the good of our people, we should
prevent their exploitation without any
prejudice whatsoever against their inter-
ests. If the Liberal Party section of the
present Government were to be fair in
its analysis of that statute, they would
say that the implications in it were fair
and distinet; that it was neither oppressive
nor did it deprive us of industry; and
I repeat that the Minister cannot men-
tion one such case. We do not want the
Minister to give us any confidences to
which we are not entitled; but let the
Premier tell the Leader of the Opposition
of just one case, and produce the details
of that case, where someone has refused
to come to Western Australia with an in-
dustry because of our existing law. That
js a fair proposition. But it cannot be
done. The Government would not find
one such case.

So what is the use of pretending that
the repeal of the existing law by the ap-
propriate clause in this Bill will give to us
the beginning of the millenium; that it
will mean for "Western !Australia such
progress that the shackles will be removed;
and that people will fall over each other
to establish industries in our State?
Neither the Act nor the Bill is a determi-
nant; all of us with any commonsense will
know that there are many reasons why we
cannot expect the advance, step by step,
of this State with the others. The fact
that the existing law has kept in check
vicious practices is well known to_ many
of us; because even threatened action has
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had a remarkable effect. I am sure Mr,
Roche will agree with that. ‘There is no
question that it has had a remarkable ef-
feet in the interests of this community.
In one commodity alone it has saved the
community of Western Australia £500,000
in one year; only because there was the
possibility of an inquiry.

Is that an oppressive law, against the
interests of the people? It might be an
cppressive law against the intentions of
combines. As soon as the Bill hit the
ground in this House I gave an indica-
tion that I did not like it: I wanted it
read a second time on Boxing Day. I
would like to see the measure defeated
by any proper means by which this House
could defeat it hecause it seeks to destroy
something valuable in our community;
it will, if passed, repeal the present Act.

I would like to hear someone within
this Chamber with a knowledge of the
business world of Western Australia,
analyse certain clauses and show how
they will benefit the people if they
are allowed to operate. If the Bill could
not be defeated I would prefer to refrain
from suggesting that in its present form
it could be improved. I would rather not
vote on any amendment except an
amendment to delete any clause at all
hut one.

THE HON. R. THOMPSON (West)
{4.29]: 1 rise to oppose this Bill. I think
the staius guo should be maintained. 1t
would be an advantage if we could ensure
greater activity within the department of
unfair trading. I say this because if we
turn to The West Australian of the Tth
August, 1959, we will find the following
headlines, “Lucas Probe: Source not Made
Known.” This referred to the occasion
when supplies of television sets to that
firm were cut off. When the department
of unfair trading was called in to investi-
gate, it was quite apparent it was
hampered by a depleted staff, because The
West Australian said, “Mr. Robinson's only
staff now iz one other investigator.” It is
apparent that the staff has been cut down,
and the activities of the department
put into cold storage. It is not for the well-
being of the community that those thines
have been done; they have been done for
the section of big business which desires
that they be done.

Approximately three weeks hefore the
last State elections I was at a function
in Fremantle which was attended pre-
dominantly by businessmen. We were dis-
cussing the possibilities of a change of
Government, and one businessman said
that he sincerely hoped there would be a
change. He¢ said that a conference had
been held in respect of fixing the prices
of paint throughout Western Australia.
This particular firm commands over 50
per cent. of the paint sales throughout
Australia. The gentleman to whom I have
referred said that his firm’s sales would
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lift considerably if the Monopolies and
Restrictive Trade Practices Control Act
could be repealed, because the conference
laid down that no person who sold an
A-class product or g No. 1 class product
could sell for less than anyone else.

Therefore, it is easy to understand that
people who paint their homes, and busi-~
nessmen who have their premises painted,
have to pay prices which are above the
set standard. No-one can sell for less.
I know of one firm which used to give
concessions, but it is now unable to do so.
In The West Australian of the 28th Febru-
ary the Deputy Premier was reported as
saying in his policy speech—

The Unfair Trading Act will be re-
placed with another law to control
certain practices of frade associations
and ban collusive tendering, in line
with the majority report of the Royal
Commission on restrictive trade prac-
tices.

Mr, Watts, who was chairman of
the Royal Commission, will also seek
implementation of a rider he added {o
its report calling for Supreme Court
judges to be empowered to inquire into
alleged monopolies.

There is nothing in this Bill which would
effectively deal with any firm that was
resorting to unfair trade practices. As Mr.
Wise said, the Monopolies and Restrictive
Trade Practices Control Act has saved the
pecople of Western Australia somewhere in
the vicinity of £500,000. Let us cast our
minds back to the racket—that is what it
was—that went on many years ago with
regard to the sale of plasterboard. It was
not possible for me, you, Mr. President, or
anyone else to buy a square foot of plaster-
board and fix it. The system which opera-
ted was that a representative of a plaster-
board firm would quote for a job, and the
fixing of the plaster had to be carried out
by that firm’s tradesmen. It was a racket
in the extreme.

If the Monopolies and Restrictive Trade
Practices Control Act is repealed, that is
a position to which we could revert under
this legislation. I do not know whether I
am right in saying this, but I have been
informed in regard to superphosphate that
24 per cent. of sand silica is put into the
product at the present time. That is some-
thing about which our friends from the
country should make a check. If this legis-
lation is passed a combine of companies
could decide to put more sand into super-
phosphate, at the expense of the farmer,

The Hon. H. L. Roche: There is a check
on that through the Agriculiural Depart-
ment.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: A check
should be made because the farmers are
buying sand and paying rail freight on that
sand.

The Hon. A. P. Grifith: Would you like
to take the water out of beer?

[COUNCIL.]

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: It could bhe
taken out as far as I am concerned.

The PRESIDENT: There is nothing
about heer in the Bill before the House.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: For the
benefit of Country Party members I would
like to inform them of an operation which
is in effect at the present time. I am
referring to the wool scouring trade, of
which I have had some experience. Up until
the war years and for a while afterwards,
when wool was scoured it was completely
dried out. It went through the driers and
came out tinder dry and absorbed what-
ever moisture happened to be in the
atmosphere at that time. We have seen
our markets go down through carelessness;
and that is something which could happen
in regard to this commodity. In that event
it would be a serious loss to the farmer. At
the present time the owner of the wool
determines what the moisture content will
be. He can say whether it will be three,
four, eight, or fifteen per cent. The wool is
baled and weighed out, containing what-
ever moisture content the owner desires;
and the wool loses the moisture in tran-
shipment. Therefore, when it reaches its
destination it has lost some of its original
weight. We must remember that wool is
soid from the port of its embarkation.

Mr. Wise made reference {o an article
which appeared in The West Ausiralian
of the 29th September. I wani to refer
only to portion of it. It reads as follows:—

If there is any loophole that needs
plugging it can be attended to when
the need is clear.

No attempt has been made to plug up
that legislation because there is no need
for that to be done. That type of legisla-
tion has proved its effectiveness in 26 other
countries of the world; and perhaps the
legislation in America is much maore strict
than ours. There is another article in
The West Australian of the 29th Septem-
ber, 1959, headed *“Farmers Seek Inquiry
On Spare Parts.” It reads as follows:—

A Royal Commission should be
appointed to inquire into the supply
and price of spare parts for agricul-
tural machinery, the Australian
Wheatgrowers’ Federation decided at
its half-yearly conference yesterday.

Questions which should be answered,
delegates said, included whether:

The supply of spare parts held in
each State was sufficient to provide
for the reasonable requirements of
farmers.

The cost of parts bore a reason-
able relation to the cost of manufac-
ture and distribution, or the margin
of profit for either manufacturer
or distributor was excessive.

Legislation should be introduced
to ensure that farmers could buy
spare parts at fair prices.
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The Union had been told that some
spare parts cost about £5 to make
under sub-contract. When they were
sold to farmers, however, they cost
about £25.

There was a hue and cry from Canberrs
over that maiier; and instead of doing
away with our legislation, teeth should be
sunk into it. If shark’s teeth are not sunk
into this legislation, it will allow the sharks
in properly.

Mr. Wise pointed out that no-one could
say that one firm had been kept out of
Western Australia because of the Mono-
polies and Restrictive Trade Practices
Control Act. In the community in which
I reside there is an industrial area in the
O’Connor-Hilton Park district. A check
discloses that in the last ten years 45 large
and small industries have been established
there. The firm of Rheems, which is ex-
panding, has had no fear of the present
legislation. Joyce Bros. is a firm that is
a credit to Western Australia. It has
rapidly expanded and has acquired plenty
of land for future expansion. Inter-
national Harvester Co., Porter’s, B.ALM,
Cockburn Engineering, Bell’'s Asbestos,
Brady’s, Roby’s, Dunlop Rubber, Wright
Paints Ltd., Saunders & Stuart, and Hard-
ware & Wholesale Grocers are just a few of
the industries to be found in that area.
None of those firms has been afraid of the
restrictive trade practices legislation.

At Innaloo, also, there has been con-
siderable industrial expansion; and if there
were anything to fear in the Act I do
not think those people would have in-
vested millions of pounds. If any com-
pany has been kept away from Western
Australia, it has only been because of the
propaganda of the Liberal Party. I be-
lieve we can achieve all the industrial ex-
pansion that we need, but we must ask
ourselves whether overseas capital is ai-
ways the best capital for the purposes of
expansion. Overseas capital is all very
well if it is applied in the right way but,
when we see a firm such as General Motors
Holden’s Ltd. making a profit of £15,500,000
last year on a capital investment of
£1,750,000, and only £30,000 of that profit
remaining in Australia, I think we are
justified in concluding that we would be
hetter off if we progressed more slowly,
rather than have a company such as that
drain such a huge volume of money away
from the pockets of the workers and trans-
fer it to some other country.

It is only companies such as General
Motors Holden’s Ltd. which would be kept
away by the Act. All the present Bill does is
to lift the lid off the situation so that un-
limited profits can be made. Under it
any company or group of companies will
be able to join together, as The West Aus-
trglign pointed out when it stated that
there might just as well be put into the
Bill a clause with the aim of robbing
widows. If a newspaper which is not a
supporter of my political faith can see
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such a danger as that in the measure,
surely the Government should be able to
see it! It was stated, during the election
campaign early this year, that State trad-
ing concerns would be disposed o0f. Al-
ready those concerns are heing denuded of
men and prefits; and this Bill will further
denude them, inasmuch as a number of
building firms could join together and buy
pt'ut. a.]ystate trading concern and deal with
it only—

The Hon. R. C. Mattiske:
very vivid imagination.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: They could
set up a combine and buy a State trading
concern,

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: Don’t whisper.
We all want to hear you.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: I thought
the Minister would be sufficiently wide
awake to hear what I said the first time.
I agree with Mr. Wise that there is only
one clause in the Bill which should be
amended: and that is elause 3. It should
be taken out of the Bill. I do not intend
to support the measure,

You have a

THE HON. G. C. MACKINNON (South-
West) [4.501: Mr. Thompson has given
us an excellent resume of his interpreta-
tion of the attitude of The West Austra-
lian towards the Bill, in the article which
we all read. Mr. Wise gave us a sincere
exhortation of his views and he stated,
quite rightly, that no-one has the right
to claim that his own view is the only
correct one. That is, in effect, what he
said; yet, in the enthusiasm of his con-
victions, he spoke with great emphasis
and was apparently quite sure that his
view was the correct one.

There has heen a great deal of play
made, over the last few years, on the
question of whether or not any particular
Minister or member of Parliament could
cite an instance of any person or organis-
ation which originally intended to come
to this State but which, because of the
ex_isting legislation, had changed his or its
mind. I could say that I knew of such in-
stances and other members could say they
did not; and we could argue that guestion
until the sands of time ran out, without
being able to produce concrete evidence
one way or the other.

I said in this Chamber, last yvear, that
when 1 was in the Eastern States I spent
some time in Victoria, speaking to several
men in a large way of business; and none
of them had any doubt as to the effect
of this legislation.

The Hon. P, J. 8. Wise: Did they think
the same of the South Australian law, or
that of Queensland?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: There
was another Act here in regard to which
their view was much the same; and I
refer to that governing our Transport



3664

Board. People who are in favour of re-
strictive legislation of any type must have
regard to its effect on the progress of the
State and the economy under which it
operates. We have heard a great deal about
exploitation; but let us decide whether we
have in fact an exploitative economy. It
is my contention, supported by the works
of a great many economists which I have
read, that we have in the main passed
through the major era of an exploitative
economy.

We have passed through that era as
regards primary production. Every coun-
try in the world has gone through a stage
of expleitative primary production, the re-
sult of which we have read about in books
like The Grapes of Wrath,; but agricultur-
ists have learned over the years that the
ohly economy worth while in their line of
business is one in which a farm is left &
little richer in each succeeding year. The
day of those who moved into a new area,
ploughed greaf tracts of land, reaped a
couple of crops and then moved on, is
gone.

Most countries in the world have passed
through that stage, and some are still
suffering under it. There are indications
that the Sahara Desert probably results
from the action of that type of exploita-
tive economy many years ago; and there
are indications that much of the denuda-
tion of China is the result of such an
economy. I suppose America presents the
classic example of exploitation in some
periods of its history. Every schoolboy
knows the story of the virfual extinction
of the bison through exploitation. All
boys who have read Davy Crockelt know
of the exploitative economy which was ap-
plied to the animals, including the fur-
bearing creatures of that country, because
they know that whole tracts of land were
virtually denuded of valuable wild life.

We have reached a stage where com-
monsense prevails. People going into
any line of activity realise that it is im-
perative that they should protect and
conserve natural resources. That is best
illustrated in the fleld of agriculfure,
particularly in America; and we have had
examples of it in some parts of Australia.
I read, some time ago, a well-documented
article referring to the second industrial
revolution in America. The basis of that
revolution—it has followed right through
the industrialised sections of the world—
has been the realisation by people engaged
in business and the investing of capital,
that no one section of the community can
be prosperous for long at the expense of
any other section,

The Hon. H. L. Roche: Do you include
the S.P. bookies in that?

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: It also
states that no one section of the com-
munity can be prosperous unless all sec-
tions are relatively prosperous.

[COUNCIL.)

The Hon. L. A. Logan: The S.P. buokies
could not be prosperous if the country was
not prosperous.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Of course
not. That is basic and fundamental to
present-day business. No business which
comes into a country with the idea of
denuding it, whether of money, top soil,
or any other natural resource, has any
future. I heard only this morning of an
international company which is investing
about £160,000 in two States of Australia;
and which has set up business with a
particularly good line of merchandise.
This company is prepared only to break
even for the first five years of its trading.

That company is adopting that attitude,
because it is here for good ana it wants
to establish goodwill. Mr. Wise suggests
that if we went out and spoke about the
existing Act honestly and truthfully,
everyone would agree that it was a good
piece of legislation. He says we should
not whisper our condemnation of it; but
I would suggest that the condemnation
was screamed from the rooftops rather
than whispered. Irrespective of that, and
irrespective of whether Sir Halford Red-
dish was right or wrong, the impression
that the existing lepislation is bad, has
become firmly established not only in
the minds of many people in this State
who know all the facts about it, because
they can read them for themselves, but
also in the minds of many people out-
side the State and even ouiside Australia.

The Hon. H, C. Strickland: It is the
Goebbels technique.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Austra-
lia is young and we need a pioneering
spirit in this country. I have heard Mr.
Thompson commenting on the activities
of General Motors Holdens Lid. As many
other people have made similar eomments,
one would not need to be original to make
derogatory remarks about the company.
However, it has made a success of car
manufacturing in Australia. Unless that
company had been prepared to come to
Australia we would probably have been
a long way behind in the manufacture of
cars in Australia. We would not have
had the Ford Motor Company, the Dodge,
Infernational and Chrysler group, or the
British Motor Corporation, investing their
millions in car manufacture in Australia.
We would still be sending out a great
deal more money to purchase assembled
motorcars for importation into this
country.

Those companies have to pay out large
sums in taxation and wages. If they make
a success of their ventures—particularly
in a young country such as this—we will
have only their efficiency to thank for it;
and, what is more, if they are successful
they attract more sueccessful companies.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Do you applaud
the profits that General Motors Holdens
Ltd. send overseas?
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The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: In the
early stages of the development of their
country, Americans relied a great deal on
overseas capital, and they always main-
tained that, provided a company invested
its capital in the United States of America
and paid its taxes and good wages, they
did not care whether or not the profits of
the company were sent out of America, be-
cause any money invested, after 25 years,
belonged to that country.

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Yes; but sup-
pose it means £100 added to the cost of
each article, which represents the excess
over the actual cost, what then?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Mr. Wise
has long since heard—I do not claim
it is a theory with which I concur—the
theary enunciated that any article should
bear the price which it could stand.

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: You support
that principle, do you?

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: I know
Mr, Wise is a good listener and I am sure
he heard me, but I said that I do not
concur with that theory. If General
Motors Holdens Ltd. reduced the price of
each Holden car by £100 tomorrow, it
probably would have a waiting list a mile
long for the Holden car; and the effect
would be that the demand price would
increase to such an extent that im-
mediately a racket would be created in
the sale of Holden cars, because those who
could obtain immediate delivery of a
Holden would be able to sell it at a profit
of about £200.

The Hon. H. L. Roche: You would not
get that racket if you removed the tariffs.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: That
would be a different situation. I suggest
that Mr. Roche, or other members who
lean towards that view, should fake the
matter up with the Commonwealth autho-
rities.

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Can you answer
my question ch whether vou applaud the
action of General Motors Holdens Ltd.
sending the profit of millions—which it
has made on the Holden car—to America
annuglly?

The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON: I will
deal with that later.

The Hon. P, J. 5. Wise: It {s a hard
question to answer.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I will deal
with the question when Mr. Wise stands
up and asks it without being disorderly.

The Hon. P, J. 5. Wise: I bet you can't!

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: Referring
to the possibility of a racket developing
over the Holden car, as it developed when
Holdens were in short supply a few years
ago, reminds me of another remark made
by Mr. Thompson when he was speaking
about fibrous plasterboard. He referred
to the association which was formed—I
remember it well—among those engaged
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in the manufacture of fibrous plaster-
board, with the result that one could not
buy fibrous plasterboard if one desired to
fix it one's self. However, where does a
racket start and where does it end? I sug-
gest to Mr. Thompson that he should be-
come acquainied with an employee in a
plasterboard manufacturing company to
obtain a really honest answer as to how
much plasterboard he could run if he
worked a normal eight-hour day. He
should ask him what yardage of straight
sheet plasterboard he could make and what
vardage of cornices, mouldings, ete., he
could make. Then he should put the ques-
tion to him as to how much yardage he
could make if he adhered strictly to the
award.

The Hon. R. Thompson: That does not
get away from the fact that a person
;.Jvas unable to obtain supplies of plaster-

oard.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: It gets
back to the question of where a racket
starts and where it finishes. A plaster-
poard manufacturer has his costs tied
completely to the amount of yardage each
employee is allowed to make under the
award. I can say without equivocation—if
Mr. Wise is interested in this remark—that
I did not like the set-up of the plasterhoard
manufacturers one hit, and on one occa-
sion I was able to help a man who was
affected by the association that was
formed. Nevertheless, the men who are
engaged in that business still face many
difficulties.

The Hon. R. Thompson: They can start
it again tomorrow.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Ancther
point 1 would like to mention is that Mr.
Thompson could also have painted out
the possibility of water being mixed with
butter during its manufacture. I suggest
that the water content in wool is probably
there to prevent any breakage of the fibre.

The Hon, R. Thompson: No, it is not.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I sug-
gest there might be some technical reason
for including siliea or sand in super-
phosphate. We could also state, glibly,
that there is a certain amount of
water placed in the urn during the manu-
facturing process of butter and, by
adopting that pelicy, it represents a
racket. However, it is not a2 racket he-
cause it is part and parcel of the butter
manufacturing process.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Salt is also in-
cluded in butter manufacture,

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Yes.
Butter is churrd until it reaches a crum-
bly state and is quite dry. Water is added
to bring it to its normal state. It is of
course necessary to keep a stable water
content in butter. Therefore, it could well
be that sand is added to superphosphate
to ensure an easier flow, and that moisture
is added to wool for some other good
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reason. These things are done quite
legitimately; and, following a technical
examination of the process involved in
the manufacture of any article, it is gen-
erally found there is no racket or improper
practice being followed.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I did not say it
was an improper practice.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: The
honourable member did not prove it.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I could not
prove it.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: This
measure aims at eliminating from an Act
many features which, to say the least, are
extremely unpopular. I know that some
people make quite a pastime of talking
about the boss grinding the noses of his
workers into the ground:; that he makes
an undue amount of profit; and so forth.
The fact remains that we have to have
people who are willing to invest capital,
and firms who will employ labour to keep
the wheels of industry turning. I can
say that all the bosses I have met worry
a darn sight more about the welfare and
the continued employment of their workers
than they are given credit for.

The Government seeks to repeal an Act
and put in its place a measure which
several members do not like. It has long
been axiomatic that anything made public
and brought out into the open for exam-
ination by the people is invariably kept
clean. I have had reason—not as much
as others—io criticise the Press in this
State; but the Press in any State, whether
it reports something to suit one person or
to suit another, is untrammelled in being
able to report the things it sees and hears
in the law courts or anywhere else; and it
is because of this, and the fact that things
are aired, that many things are kept clean.

This measure proposes to bring all trade
association agreements inte the light of
day. Surely that is a wise move. Some
people have growled about the Bill and
have said that it wants some teeth in it.
Teeth for what? Teeth to enable officials
to visit some fellow in the country, who is
battling tc establish a business, and de-
mand his books and ask for copies of his
various documents?

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: That is
propaganda.
The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I have

seen that happen. I have seen officers do
that.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: That is not
in this Bill.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I am now
referring to the existing legislation. Such
officers, who are stationed in the eity,
apparently think, “Whacko! We can gel
this man into trouble under the Mono-
polies and Restrictive Trade Practices
Control Act,” and down they go to oppress
that individual.

[COUNCIL.]

The Hon. H. €. Sirickland: That is in-
correct!

~ The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: It is not
incorrect.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: Quote the
circumstances!

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I will tell
the honourable member about them after-
wards.

The Hon. H, C, Strickland: No. Tell the
public! Come into the open!

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: I am not
prepared to publish the facts concerning
the case I have in mind without obtaining
the permission of the person involved.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: You have
not got the facts.

The Hon. G. C, MacKINNON: Yes, 1
have. This Bill will not permit such pra-
tices to occur, but it will bring trade as-
sociation agreements into the open so that
the public can view them. The Press,
quite rightly, said that an association
could be formed to rob widows. That sort
of action should be anticipated. However,
if an association did claim to rob widows,
who would have anything to de with it
when the agreement entered into could
be read by the public?

[The Deputy President (the Hon. W. R.
Hall) took the Chair.l

I submit that is the strength of the
measure. S0 long as this Bill contains a
provision to repeal the Monopalies and
Restrictive Trade Practices Control Act
some members will not agree to it, but I
hope that all other members will give it
their support.

THE HON. E. M. DAVIES (West) [5.15]:
I have listened to all the debate on this
measure. I have not heard any reason
given by the Minister as to why it is
necessary to repeal the existing legislation.
In the past, many derogatory statements
have been made about the Act, but I re-
gret, to say that I must brand the people
making them as disloyal to Western Aus-
tralia.

This is not the only State where such
legislation is on the statute book. Many
great industrial countries have similar
legislation. It is regrettable to find people
who reside in this State endeavouring to
belittle it, and in so doing to prevent in-
dustries from being established here.

I have mingled from time to time with
trade representatives, consuls, and am-
bassadors of other countries. I have dis-
cussed with them the question of attraect-
ing capital to this State. They stated that
failure to attract more industries did not
result from the existence of the legisla-
tion, but from our isolation. One of the
reasons why those people were not pre-
pared to recommend to business interesis
in their own countries to establish new
industries in this State was Western
#ustralia’s unfortunate geographical posi-
ion.
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We are on the western side of the Aus-
tralian continent and there is 1,000 miles
of no-man's-land between this State and
South Australia. We cannot expect in-
dustries to be established in this State,
which ig so far removed from the markeis
for their products. The first consideration
of industry is the establishment of a
market; and the nearer the better,

In South Australia, many new industries
were established as a result of the condi-
tions during the last war. Industries were
induced to go there because South Aus-
tralia was regarded as the safest State in
which to erect a factory. It is centrally
situated and it is within reasonable distance
of Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland
and the Northern Territory. Although there
was price-fixing legislation on the statute
book of South Ausiralia, new industries
were prepared to go to that State. That
was hecause of the ready market, and not
because of any fear of legislation, such as
we have in this State, being introduced in
South Australia.

The people in this State who have be-
littled it and broadcast adverse informa-
tion overseas in respect of this legislation
can be branded as disloyal. I have heard
it stated that Western Australia is unable
to attraet new industries, but I am proud
to be associated@ with the success of at-
tracting industries to the industrial centre
of O'Connor. There Is not a great deal of
land left in that locality; nearly all of it
has been taken up by industries which
have come to this State.

Many more industries would have been
prepared to come here, were it not for
the fact that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment introduced credit restrietions. I am
aware of a number of reputable firms
which obtained land in that area for the
establishment of factories. They were un-
able to proceed further in this matter be-
cause the Commonwealth legislation which
restricted credit prevented them from ob-
taining the necessary finance. That is one
reason why this State has been denied
more secondary industries.

Much of the propaganda which was
spread during the last election campaign,
and which was broadeast overseas, was
untrue. Representatives of other couniries
resident in this State have assured me that
the legislation on the statute book had
nothing to do with the matter. If this
State had a larger population or if it
was nearer to ready markets, foreign in-
vestors would have heen advised to estabh-
lish industries here.

The present Government has been com-
pelled by certain sections of the com-
munifty in this State to introduce the Bill
that we have before us, which seeks to re-
peal the Monopolies and Restrictive Trade
Practices Control Act. The Government
took this action because some people
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thought they were suffering from a dis-
advantage as a result of that Act. I do not
believe that people suffer any disadvantage
under the Act. Any reputable firm desiring
to establish industry and to carry on busi-
ness in this State can do so without fear of
prosecution, and its methods will not he
guestioned in any way.

The necessity to introduce the legisla-
tion originally arose from the fact that
the principles adopted by certain business
people were unfair, There are many other
laws in force in this State, such as those
relating to murder and similar crimes,
which will not prevent crimes from being
committed; but in certain instances they
have a deterrent effect. The same thing
applies to the legislation regarding unfair
trading. The few people who indulge in
unfair trading practices will be deterred
by the legislation. If they contravene the
law they will find themselves in court.

A retired farmer, who is now carrying on
a mixed business adjacent to a school in
the metropolitan area, approached me
recently in respect of the supply of ice
cream. There was a demand for ice cream
manufactured byY a -new company, the
Beach Ice Cream Co. He stocked this ice
cream but was instructed by the big ice
cream manufacturer that unless he ceased
to obtain supplies from the new company,
he would not get any supplies from the big
manufacturer. This person asked me what
I could do to assist him.

I said to him, “There is in existence in
Western Australia the unfair trading legis-
lation, but there has been a change of
Government. Whether or not the Act is
operative at present I cannot say. How-
ever, I shall refer your complaint to the
commissioner who, I am sure, will do all
he can to investigate the matter.”” I did
refer the matter to the commissioner and
I received an acknowledgment, but nothing
has been done. We were told during this
debate that no aciion was taken in this
case because of the change of Administra-
tion. The present Administration does not
agree that manufacturers should be com-
pelled to supply their products to any par-
ticular shop, so nothing further was done
about the matter.

That is one of the reasons in support
of the legislation on the statute book. It
is not & price control Act, and it is not
smiliar to the legislation in South Aus-
tralia. As Mr. Diver said, neither the
existing Act nor the Bill will bring about
any safeguard to the primary producers
in this State.

The Country Party is part and parcel
of the Government. If the price control in
respect of certain commodities is desired
by the Country Party, one would expect it,
as part of the Government, to have
brought ahout the incorporation of this
aspect into the Bill before us. It is not
there, and the only reason I can offer is
that the fruits of office are very sweet. In
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my opinion the Country Party has desired
to sell itg birthright. If some of the con-
trols to which Mr. Diver referred were
embodied in the Act, they would prove to
be very heneficial to the people of this
State. By leaving those aspects out of the
Bill, the people are given an indication that
the legisiation will have no effect, particu-
larly as the present Government has failed
to put the existing Act into operation,

I have come to the conclusion that no
good purpose would be served in support-
ing the Bill. There is justification for the
retention of the existing legislation,
because over the past few years there were
cases where wholesale druggists refused to
supply commodities to retail chemists,
unless the latter were prepared to sell at
the prices determined by the wholesalers,
Some friendly societies conduct dispen-
sarles. They are in some ways co-operative
movements, and distribute any profits made
among their members. In many cases they
grant concessions to their members by
supplying drugs at a low cost.

When it was found by the wholesale
drugegists that that was the situation, they
were threatened with having their supplies
cut off. Therefore, wé know that that sort
of thing has been going on in certain types
of business; and I feel sure that a very
small section of the community indulges
in it. The legislation which is at present
on the statute book would not affect
businessmen, generally; it has only been
placed there to keep some of them on the
right track.

I believe that no benefit will be derived
by repealing the present legislation and
adopting the measure which we are discus-
sing. Therefore, I cannot support the Bill,
because I will not be a party to repealing
the existing legislation.

THE HON. H. C. STRICKLAND (North)
[5.311: I am also opposed to this Bill. I
think The West Austrglian summed up
the position fairly when it referred to this
matter as being one of political expediency
rather than one designed for the needs of
the public. We all know of the opinon
expressed against the legislation introduced
by the Hawke Government, which was
to have a deterrent effect on unfair
practices rather than a restrictive one.
As Mr. Davies said, and I think Mr.
Diver mentioned the same thought,
there are laws on the statute book which
would hang a man, but they are not placed
there to hang him but to prevent him
from committing serious offences.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Not to prevent
him. They are designed to punish him if he
does commit the offences.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Mr.
MacKinnon indicated that the existing
legislation—until the present Government
rendered it inoperative—had been the
cause of traders being persecuted by in-
vestigators.

[COUNCIL.]

The Hon. G. Bennetts: Did he have any
proof?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: When
asked to quote one instance he could not.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: He gave you a
definite case.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Mr.
Watson might be able to give us an
instance. The same situation applies in
regard to the public statement which was
made to the effect that the legislation had
driven several firms from this State.
I think it was said that six had been driven
away within the last six months. What
a ridiculous thing to say! Why, the present
Government has been in power longer than
that, and if the firms had any confidence in
the Government, this legislation would not
have deterred them. :

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: The legis-
lation is still on the statute book!

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: It is so
much eye-wash and so much political
bpropaganda of the Goebbels technique,
which has been so thoroughly and persis-
tently spilled upon the people.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You are going
too far.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: It cannot
be denied. I would challenge the Minister
to name one or two of those firms. The
Minister in another place made a state-
ment to the same effect which was pub-
lished in the paper; and he has been
pressed and challenged day after day and
hour after hour, but he has failed to name
one firm. What firm or person who is de-
tgrred, obstrueted, or prevented from estab-
lishing a business in this State and has
therefore run away, would be ashamed to
say so. Such firm or person would nof be
ashamed to have the facts published and to
have its or his name made known, which
:iSOWhat Mr. MacKinnon says this Bill will

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: Do you think it
was a bit like the firms which were sup-
pased to be coming here, and which Mr.
Tonkin would not name?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Yes!

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I can
tell the Minister that cne firm which Mr.
Tonkin has interested in coming here is
the Klinger organisation. .

The Hen. H. K. Watson:
coming here ten years before.

~ The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I am not
interested in what it was doing ten
years ago. This was a direct result of Mr.
Tonkin’s interview with the firm overseas.
Mr. Watson can rise and make his own
speech later, but he knows that what I
am saying is a fact.
The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: ick

the truth! n: Sick to

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (the Hon.
W. R, Hall): Order!

It was
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The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Also the
guayule rubber company is experimenting
here as a direct result of its contact with
Mr. Tonkin.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: Are there any
more?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I am
naming two. 1 could name 60 firms which
established factories here during the
regime of the Hawke Government.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: As a result of
Mr. Tonkin's trade mission?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: No; I
said during the Hawke Government's
regime. There is no need for the Minister
to make my speech.

The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: He is only
trying to help you.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: He is
trying to help himself—as always! This
is all so much eye-wash and political
propaganda; and I am beginning to feel
that the disciples of the Liberal Party are
subject to so much brainwashing and to the
injection of the *pitter-patter repeato”
business, that they really make the mem-
bers of their Party and the people who
listen to them absorh it and believe it. Here
we have Mr. MacKinnon repeating the pat-
ter that firms have been stopped from
coming here, but he cannot state one in-
stance or one firm which has been driven
from the country.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I am not in
a position to do so.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: If I
were driven out of any country unfairly
I would never cease to let it be known.

The Hon. H. L. Roche: Have you not
heard of Sir Halford Reddish?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Yes,
and I have heard of the price of his
cement, too. Unfortunately, as his cement
is so dear, Western Australia has lost
many contracts because of the excess
profits which Sir Halford Reddish and his
fellow directors demand from the sale of
their cement. We know how many thous-
ands of pounds have been lost in regard to
Commonwealth Government contracts for
supplies to Darwin, because of Sir Halford
Reddish’s prices. However, that is his
business, and he cannot be restricted. He
has done a disservice tc Western Australia;
and if anyone has done anything to
frighten English firms from establishing
themselves in Western Australia, I would
say it is the same Bir Halford Reddish.

The Hon. L. A, Logan: Because of the
Act!

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: He was
knighted, but whether for that reason or
because of the price of his cement, I do
not know. It should certainly not have
been for the publicity he gave Western
Australia in Great Britain.
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The Hon., H. L. Roche: Would it have
been on the strength of the £1,000,000
he got?

The Hon. H. C, STRICKLAND: I would
not know. I know little of the little man.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: You should not
talk so much about him if you do not
know anything about him.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Mr.
MacKinnon stated that under the existing
legislation, when it was allowed to operate,
traders were persecuted. That is absolutely
incorrect. At no stage whatever during the
period that the commissioner was per-
mitted to carry out the provisions of the
Act did this occur. Several investigations
were made but they were all made as a
result of a complaint, and not a frivolous
one either. The complainant had to give
very substantial evidence to back up his
accusations. If he was able to do that,
the commissicners commenced their in-
quiries. I have never heard of any local
firm which has protested openly about
such investigations. I have read of the
Chamber of Manufactures as a body
protesting, and the Chamber of Commerce
as a body protesting. I read of their
protests in their own periodicals. They
protest as a union,

However, I have heard of no individual
firm or person protesting, but I do
know that as a result of investigation—
not of fear—co-operative arrangements
have bheen arrived at in many instances.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: And some of
the firms appreciate that, too.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Every
primary producer or agriculiurist in the
State should appreciate it, because when
the investigations were made in relation
to the superphosphate companies and their
charges, as a result of complaints from
farmers’ organisations, an arrangement was
made—without any fuss, bother, storm, or
Press publicity—between those companies
and the commissioner controlling the Act.
As a result, during the operation of the
Act in Western Australia, the price of
superphosphate was reduced by 22s, per
ton. The price of superphosphate in
Western Australia on the 18th January,
1957, was £14 per ton, and on the 1st
July, 1958, it was £12 18s. per ton.

The Hon. A. F, Grifith: What do you
say happened?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: There
was an amicable arrangement; investi-
gators conferred with the super people who
agreed to reduce the price of their product.
There was no fuss or hother. But the
price of super is still 175. a ton above the
price in Queensland, a State which, I
suggest, distributes super further and
wider than does Western Australia. In
this State very little super goes beyond
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Yune or Ajana—we could say the Mur-
chison River; and this embraces practic-
ally half the State. A little super goes to
Carnarvon and some is used in connection
with the experiments at Abydos and Wood-
stock, and a little is used at the experi-
mental station on the Ord River. But the
total used in those places would be no
more than is used on an average farm in
the Northam area.

Although the Unfair Trading and Profit
Control Office has been condemned, it
achieved much. ‘The price of super in
Waestern Australia, in 1958, was still much
above the price of super in @Queensland
where it was £12 1s. a ton. In South Aus-
tralia it was £12 8s.; in Victoria it was
£12; in New South Wales it was £12 17s. 6d.;
and in Western Australia it was £12 18s.

When the Act came into operation the
superphosphate prices were as follows:—
Queensland £11 18s. 6d.; South Australia
£13 3s.; Victoria £12 12s.; New South
Wales £13 14s.; Western Australia £14. The
Western Australian price was the highest
at the time the Act came into operation.
S50 there has been some achievement.

Goodness knows what might have hap-
pened in the fibrous plaster industry had
complaints not been made by builders and
owners who had to meet the cost of build-
ing. Those complaints were made when
the plasterboard manufacturers decided
that they would supply plasterboard only
as long as they did the fixing of it them-
selves. This was deemed to be somewhat
unfair. However, as a result of some con-
ferences the manufacturers agreed that
that proposition would not be put into
complete operation, and that supplies
would not be withheld from genuine
builders who were able to do their own
fixing.

The timber industry is probably the
mainspring behind the agitation to repeal
the existing legislation, because this indus-
try was found by the Honorary Royal Com-
mission in 1956—incidentally that com-
mission sat in secret and nothing was
brought out into the open, as Mr.
MacKinnon said things should be—to have
joined with many others in collusive ten-
dering in regard to the supply of sleepers to
the Western Australian Government Rail-
ways. Very early in my term as Minister
for Railways, 1 found that to be so. I
carried out the practice which is normally
known and recognised as being the prac-
tice of private and free enterprise—I called
tenders. I was told by a deputation from
the Associated Sawmillers that I was doing
the wrong thing; hecause its members were
not successful in obtaining the contract.
I was told that I had thrown them out
the window. Those are the words that
were used by the president of the associa-
tion at the time—I was throwing them
out the window. I could only retort “How
could 1 be accused of throwing you out
of the window when open tenders were
called?”

[COUNCIL.)

That was an objection raised by a most
powerful organisation in Western Austra-
liz against a practice of free enterprise—
the practice of inviting everyone to submit
tenders. The organisation never ceased
being active in this matter, because it
sent letters to the Press; and the Press
itself came jnte the matter. There has
been continued agitation through the Press
for the repeal of the existing legislation,
which has done no harm to anybody but
has brought a lot of benefit to thousands
of agriculturists,

Passing on from this matter, I point out
thal the only thing the Bill will do will
be to cover the aspect of collusive tender-
ing, which I have just described in rela-
tion to the supply of sleepers to the West-
ern Australian Government Railways.

Numerous complaints were made by
people involved in hire-purchase finance.
There was no authority or legislation
available by which the commissioner could
help them. In 19567, however, this Parlia-
ment passed legislation which enabled the
commissioner to render some help. As a
result, a number of satisfactory adjust-
ments were made.

These matters were not exposed to the
Press, but they were of considerable bene-
fit to the public. This dreadful legislation,
as we are told it is, did not operate whilst
the previous Government was in office, so
far as the general public knew, except with
respect to the Cockburn Cement Company
case. The commission failed in this mat-
ter; and it failed because at that time it
had no right of appeal. The legislation
was later amended 50 that the commission
could appeal. The public might have
heard a lot more about the cement case
had we remained in office.

Investigations were made into the sel-
ling of petrol and oils, and the major
companies did not complain at all, but
co-operated. As a result of their co-opera-
tion, the prices of oils and petrol were
reduced in country areas, as far afield as
Carnarvon. Another matter in which
there was collusive tendering was that
concerning tyres, tubes and batteries. In
this industry all the parties were inter-
viewed, and after discussion it was decided
to deal with each case on its merits.

The film industry refused to supply
certain cinemas with programmes. In this
connection there were no prosecutions;
there was merely a co-operative effort.
Another industry that was dealt with was
the one dealing with the quarrying of
metal and stone. The newspaper industry
hit the light of day, because it was the
secretary of the ALP. who complained
and asked the commissioner to take
inguiries. We all know how the cost
of advertisements jumped from a few
shillings to some pounds. We also know
that one of the factors involved con-
cerned the agents. But much as the news-
paper company hated the legislation, it
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withdrew its objectionable agreements as
soon as the action was started. The agree-
ments were abandoned.

The Act did not include, and still does
not include, any provision to attack unfair
profits—excessive profits or profiteering. It
deals with unfair trading practices—ihai
is the restricting of supplies of goods and
the withhoiding of them from certain
persons. There is no proflteering Act.
This Government, in the Bill before us, is
following its usual practice. If members
will recall, in 1952, on the last occasion
when this Council agreed to renew price
control in Western Australia—it used to
be renewed from year to year—the
MeLarty-Watts Government introduced a
Bill to continue price conirol, and the Bill
also repealed the profiteering Act.

The Act, as a result, disappeared from
the statufe bogk; and in 1953, when there
was a change of Government, price con-
trol disappeared because the Legislative
Council would not agree to its continuance.
We find the same thing here. We have
a Bill which centains nothing save a pro-
vision to control collusive tendering; and
even collusive tendering may not be efiec-
tive unless the provisions of the Bill are
carried out; and they do not have to be
carried out.

The measure states quite clearly thag
the Governor may appoint a registrar. It
does not say he shall appoint a registrar;
and it does not say that anything shall
be set up. There is nothing to say that
an organisation shall be set up. Judging
from the attitude of the Government
since it has been the Government and has
rendered the Unfair Trading and Profit
Control Office inoperative by dispersing
the office, it will take the Government a
long time before it appoints someone as
registrar and sets up an organisation to
which people can take their complaints
and have them dealt with in the open,
as Mr. MacKinnon would desire.

This type of legistation is brought along,
but its main object is revealed when we
remember that both of the Government
Parties commitied themselves, prior to the
election, to the repeal of the existing legis-
lation. T remember that the Minister for
Mines (Mr. Griffith) early in December
last, some 11 months ago, told us that if
there was a change at the elections, and
his Party became the Government, its first
action would be to repeal the legislation
we were then dealing with—the Unfair
Trading and Profit Control Aet.

What happened? The Government was
elected to office four months after mak-
ing that statement. Parliament met and
only now has this Bill been introduced.
We saw banners, headiines, and pamphlets
as well as Press advertisements during the
election campaign reaffirming the present
Government's proposal to repeal the leg-
islation. The matter was considered to
be urgent. Its first action would be
to repeal the existing legislation. But it
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was all smothered up. The law said that
certain action had to be taken in rela-
tion to electoral houndaries. But the
Government said, “No, this action will not
take place. We will stop it." So the
Government called Parliament together
and now, in the dying hours of the
session, we have this Bill introduced.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Firstly you
complain that we are going to repeal the
existing legislation; and then you com-
plain that we are not doing it quickly
enough.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I am
not complaining; I am showing that the
Minister and his Party, although they
used the Goebbels technigque, did nothing
about it when they became the Govern-
ment. They took no action whatever,
That is what I am showing, and what I
can prove. If one looks at a leading article
of The West Australian one day in June
this year, just prior to Parliament meet-
ing, one will see that The West Ausiralian
reminded the Government of its obliga-
tions, That newspaper was very concerned
about the legislation, having been suspect.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Are you agreeing
with The West Australian now?

The Hon. H, C. STRICKLAND: No; I
am not agreeing with either the Minister
or The West Australian. I am showing the
chain of events which took place to prove
that this is all political poppy-cock, and
with no foundation at all—I am referring
to the action of this Government in re-
spect to the legislation we are now dis-
cussing. That leading article in The West
Australian reminded the incoming Gov-
ernment of what it had to do, and what
it was expected to do.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: We are not in-
fluenced by The West Ausiralian.

The Hon. H. €. STRICKLAND: What
has been holding up this legislation®? The
Government sacked the eommissioner and
put the organisation out of commission
and said, "“There you are. It cannot work
anyway because there is nobody to work
it By that action the Government de-
nied anybody who had been unfairly
treated the right to approach somebody
in reference to the matter. That is what
happened. It is amazing what happens
when the Parties which now form the
Government, and the newspapers, stir the
peaple up with their Goebbels type of pro-
paganda. They have been putting a fear
into the people’s mind and causing a hys-
teria about something which really does
not exist. But then the Government does
not do anything about it when it has the
opportunity to do something. Is not that
clear proof that all this fuss and bother
was merely political prepaganda?

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: It is surpris-
ing how much of your speech you can
base on Goebbels and The West Australian.
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The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I can-
not think of anyone else who was more
efficient at that type of progapanda, and
with whom I could compare the present
Government. The poor German peaple
suffered because of this fellow Goebbels
and his propaganda; and I cannot think
of anybody else who could have adopted
the technique better than the present
Government. The Government is practis-
ing it now.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: You are mak-
ing me cry.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: That is
the last thing I desire the Minister to
do. The people are certainly not going
to be misled for ever by the propaganda
of his Party; but the only channel in the
State for the dissemination of news is
the Press, which should do its duty and
tell the people the plain facts and the
truth, as Mr. MacKinnon desires should
be done.

[The President resumed the Chair.]

In the Government’s endeavour to
justify abandoning or repealing the exist-
ing legislation, no douht at the behest, re-
guest and direction of hig business, it
trots along a Bill like this which is puffed
up with all sort of phrases and plaus-
ible clauses which have nothing in them.
There is nobody to operate it. The Bill
does not say that an organisation shall
be set up, but only that one may he set
up. If past performances are a true in-
dication, I would say quite definitely that
no orgahnisation will be set up if the legis-
lation is passed. Tt was claimed, by
means of this Goebbels-type propaganda
just prior to the election, that the
country was in a state of stagnation,
and that it was all due to the legislation
which the Government desires to repeal
by this Bill. We all know that Western
Australia has never experienced such a
wave of prosperity as that which followed
the post-war years; and particularly since
1950.

We all know the great impetus given to
industrial expansion in Western Australia
which reached its highest peak during
1953-56. I do not say that was entirely
due to the efforts of the Hawke Labor
Government. I merely claim that Western
Australia continued to expand; that
businesses and commercial undertakings
sprang up all around the metropolitan
area, Those are facts; and it cannot
be fairly claimed that this legislation
which is on the statute book retarded
that progress in any form whatever; or
that it prevented the establishment of in-
dustries in Western Australia, or the ex-
pansion of those industries already within
the State.

Members who spend time in and around
the city, and who are able to converse
with business executives, know very well

[COUNCIL.?

that there is no truth whatever in the
assertion, or the claim, that the present
Act has deterred capital from coming to
Western Australia. Not one factual case
can be submitted; not one statement can
be advanced as evidence to verify that
such is the case, or to show that any firm
or person has decided against investing
capital in Western Australia because of
the existing legislation.

The propaganda and publicity pro-
duced along these lines for political pur-
poses did much more harm in the minds
of people outside of Western Australia—
those in the other States, and those over-
seas; it did irreparably more harm—than
did the legislation on the statute bhook.
Similar legislation, and indeed more severe
legislation, exists practically throughout the
British Commonwealth of Nations. It also
exists in the United States of America.
We all know that Queensland is expanding
very rapidly indeed; it is expanding far
more rapidly than any other State;
it has now outstripped South Australia.

In that State there is similar legislation
with much more severe provisions. The
legislation there eontains penalties ranging
from £1,000 to £2,000 for offences against
the Act. That has not deterred anybody
from establishing industry in Queensland.
In the next few years Queensland will be
one of the most progressive States in the
southern hemisphere; and yet it has legis-
lation with a purpose identical to that
which the Government now desires to re-
peal in this State. Some of the clauses
in the Bill will require debate in the
Committee stage; and I will reserve my
comments on the Bill generally until it
is dealt with in Committee.

THE HON, R. F. HUTCHISON (Subur-
ban) [6.13]: I agree that this is simply
a ‘camouflage measure designed o repeal
legislation which was placed on the statute
book by the Hawke Lahour Government
for the protection of the people of Western
Australia. This legislation will provide a
happy hunting ground for what I might
term “the Reddishes” of the community;
it will enable them to exploit the con-
sumers at their own free will. The Hawke
Government set up the Trade and Indus-
tries Promotion Council, and I was chair-
man of the women’s committee which
worked within that council. We had on
that committee members from each of the
women’s organisations, and the commitiee
did untold geod for the people of Western
Australia; and its activities were certainly
a credit to the women of this State.

We discovered some of the factors that
were loaded against manufacturers oper-
ating in Western Australia; and. as it were,
we discovered the ‘“Reddishes” who im-
posed their will and might on the people
of this State. Our activities led us to ap-
preciate what the consumers were really
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up against; and we discovered what the
unfair trading legislation, introduced by
the Hawke Government, really meant to
Western Australia. It probably stopped
more ahuses than the present Government
would like to name or admit. The present
Covernment is certainly running iruc o
form in its activities, and the legislation
whieh it seeks to introduce. This is a
Government which I described as a “Taxus
Rangers” Government. This Government
is running true to form when it introduces
a Bill such as this in the dying hours of
the session. This is a dishonest attempt,
under camouflage, to repeal certain legis-
lation and replace it with this measure.

The Government does not intend that
this measure should protect anyone. It
does not intend to protect the consumers
in Western Australia, So much pressure
has been brought to bear on organisations
to which I belong that in the near future T
hope to be able to make a move to bring
about some protection for the ordinary
people in the State. In a procession at
election time, I think I saw this Govern-
ment referred to as the “Caught and
branded Government.” It has certainly left
its brand on Western Australia. It has done
nothing but impose taxes; it has done no-
thing but put fear and worry into the
hearts of the ordinary people: it has
sacked hundreds of men without any com-
punction whatever; and it has destroyed
everything that was built up by the people
oveg many years. It does not mind what
it does.

The Hon. A. F, Griffith: Rubbish!

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: The
Bill has been introduced into this House
during the dying hours of the session,
and members are not being given an op-
portunity to give the Bill the consideration
which it deserves. We should have an op-
portunity of contacting varicus channels
in order to find out the intention behind
the measure. We have had to make a
guess; and taking the Government’s re-
cord up to date into account regarding
legislation which it has introduced, we
cannot paint a rosy picture as regards
the intention of this measure,

The Hon. J. G. Hislop: You do not seem
to be in favour of this Government.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I do not
mind anyone knowing what I think of this
Government; and it need not be flattered
hy my thoughts, either!

The Hon. L. A. Logan: We are under no
illusions.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I have
been reminded by Mr. Heenan in regard fo
a move which is being undertaken to coun-
teract some of the ill-effects on consumers
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that this legislation will have. I am refer-
ring to the foundation of a consumer
council which has been registered through-
out Australasia; and it will be open to the
public in a very short time. I am hoping
that its existence willi bring some amelior-
ation to the peonle.

This council will let people know just
where things are going astray; and it will
give protection to the people who avail
themselves of its advice, and also to the
public at large. 1 heard some members
speak last night regarding protection from
collusive tendering. It seems to me that
members of Parliament speak behind
a smokescreen of speech and tell un-
truths when they say that this legislation
will give protection from collusive tender-
ing and the abuses which arise therefrom.
As every speaker on the Opposition side of
the House has said, this measure is simply
to repeal the Hawke Government’s restrie-
tive trade practices legislation and put
nothing in its place.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: I notice that
you used the correct expression when re-
ferring to the Hawke legislation. You
called it the *“restrictive trade practices
legislation.”

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: In some
conditions, a control over restrictive trade
practices would be about the best thing
that could happen. This Government
went to the people with a blare of trum-
pets and told them that the first thing it
would do if it were returned would he to
repeal the measure which was on the statute
hock. We have ahout 10 minutes to go to-
night, and the remaining hours of tomor-
row in which to consider a measure like
this. It must be remembered, too, that
we have been sitting until all hours of the
morning. Last year I heard the Minister
make an attack on the then Government
about sitting late hours. I do not think
we ever had any record as good as this
one.

The Hon. A. P, Griffith: You have only
had two late nights this session.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: What is
really needed is about a dozen good house-
keeping women in this House. Then it
would bhe kept in good order, and everyone
would be able to go home happy for Christ-
mas.

The Hon. L. A. Logan:
spoil the broth.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: Under
the present Government, Western Aus-
tralia will contihue to be a Cinderella
State if legislation like this goes on our
statute book; and the wise men of the
East will exploit the people here. I heard
mentioned in a speech by 2 man from the

Too many cooks



3674

Eastern States that Western Australia
was not a State; it was a dependent
Colony,

The Hon. G. Bennetts: There will not
be many people coming here, because of
all the taxes that are being ‘imposed.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: The bookmakers
will be frightened away, anyway.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: As it
has been admitted that this is no longer
a House of Review, I cannot appeal to
members on that ground; but I do appeal
to those who have the welfare of the State
at heart not to accept this Bill. I only
hope that there are enocugh ethical thinkers
who will have the same ideas as did the
statesmen of former days, and that they
will be responsible for the defeat of this
Bill. If we passed this measure, it would
certainly please the Reddishes of the com-
munity, but I do not think that to do so
would be to our credit. Although I know
enough about the cement question to dis-
cuss it, I shall not do so now. However,
I do know that vicious propaganda has
been hurled at one of the best Govern-
ments this State has ever had, angd for that
reason I have no love for Sir Halford Red-
dish. He reminds me of Screcoge when he
rubbed his hands together and was so
pleased at the downfall of the other per-
s0n.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Perhaps
he will reform like Serooge now!
The Hon. R. P, HUTCHISON: It would

be worth a term of any Government if we
could reform men like him. I accuse the
Govarnmment of frying to do nothing but
camouflage this Bill which c¢ontains no
protection. It is merely designed to
repeal the legislation which was passed
during the regime of one of the most solid
Premiers we ever had. I therefore op-
pose the second reading.

On motion by the Hon. F, R. H. Lavery,
debate adjourned.

BETTING CONTROL ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Assembdly’s Message

Message from the Assembly received
and read notifying that it had agreed to
the amendments made by the Council.

ADJOURNMENT SPECIAL

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
—Minister for Mines): I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
till 11 a.m, fomorrow,

Question put and pacied.

House adjourned at §.28 p.m.
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